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Assimilation Visualization
Read and answer the question below in no less than 4 complete sentences. 

1. In your own words describe what process you see occurring in the pictures. What was the
purpose of this process?
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Name:   _______________________________         Date:   __________________________________ 

Read   the   passage   en�tled   Dawes   Act   to   help   you   complete   this   form. 

 

 



Dawes   Act   (1887) 

Federal   Indian   policy   during   the   period   from   1870   to   1900   marked   a   departure   from   earlier 

policies   that   were   dominated   by   removal,   trea�es,   reserva�ons,   and   even   war.   The   new   policy 

focused   specifically   on   breaking   up   reserva�ons   by   gran�ng   land   allotments   to   individual   Na�ve 

Americans.   Very   sincere   individuals   reasoned   that   if   a   person   adopted   white   clothing   and   ways, 

and   was   responsible   for   his   own   farm,   he   would   gradually   drop   his   Indian-ness   and   be 

assimilated   into   the   popula�on.   It   would   then   no   longer   be   necessary   for   the   government   to 

oversee   Indian   welfare   in   the   paternalis�c   way   it   had   been   obligated   to   do,   or   provide   meager 

annui�es   that   seemed   to   keep   the   Indian   in   a   subservient   and   poverty-stricken   posi�on. 

Congressman   Henry   Dawes   of   Massachuse�s   sponsored   a   landmark   piece   of   legisla�on,   the 

General   Allotment   Act   (The   Dawes   Severalty   Act)   in   1887.   It   was   designed   to   encourage   the 

breakup   of   the   tribes   and   promote   the   assimila�on   of   Indians   into   American   society.   It   would   be 

the   major   Indian   policy   un�l   the   1930s.   Dawes’   goal   was   to   create   independent   farmers   out   of 

Indians   —   give   them   land   and   the   tools   for   ci�zenship. 

While   Senator   Dawes   may   have   been   well   meaning   in   his   inten�ons,   the   results   were   less   than 

sa�sfactory   for   the   Indians.   It   provided   for   each   head   of   an   Indian   family   to   be   given   160   acres 

of   farmland   or   320   acres   of   grazing   land.   The   remaining   tribal   lands   were   to   be   declared 

"surplus"   and   opened   up   for   whites.   Tribal   ownership,   and   tribes   themselves,   were   simply   to 

disappear.   The   story   would   be   much   the   same   across   much   of   the   West.   Before   the   Dawes   Act, 

some   150   million   acres   remained   in   Indian   hands.   Within   twenty   years,   two-thirds   of   their   land 

was   gone.   The   reserva�on   system   was   nearly   destroyed. 
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Homestead   Act   (1862) 

The   Homestead   Act,   enacted   during   the   Civil   War   in   1862,   provided   that   any   adult   ci�zen,   or 

intended   ci�zen,   who   had   never   borne   arms   against   the   U.S.   government   could   claim   160   acres 

of   surveyed   government   land.   Claimants   were   required   to   “improve”   the   plot   by   building   a 

dwelling   and   cul�va�ng   the   land.   A�er   5   years   on   the   land,   the   original   filer   was   en�tled   to   the 

property,   free   and   clear,   except   for   a   small   registra�on   fee.   Title   could   also   be   acquired   a�er 

only   a   6-month   residency   and   trivial   improvements,   provided   the   claimant   paid   the   government 

$1.25   per   acre.   A�er   the   Civil   War,   Union   soldiers   could   deduct   the   �me   they   had   served   from 

the   residency   requirements. 

Although   this   act   was   included   in   the   Republican   party   pla�orm   of   1860,   support   for   the   idea 

began   decades   earlier.   Even   under   the Ar�cles   of   Confedera�on,   before   1787,   the   distribu�on   of 

government   lands   generated   much   interest   and   discussion. 

The   act,   however,   proved   to   be   no   panacea   for   poverty.   Compara�vely   few   laborers   and   farmers 

could   afford   to   build   a   farm   or   acquire   the   necessary   tools,   seed,   and   livestock.   In   the   end,   most 

of   those   who   purchased   land   under   the   act   came   from   areas   quite   close   to   their   new 

homesteads   (Iowans   moved   to   Nebraska,   Minnesotans   to   South   Dakota,   and   so   on). 

Unfortunately,   the   act   was   framed   so   ambiguously   that   it   seemed   to   invite   fraud,   and   early 

modifica�ons   by   Congress   only   compounded   the   problem.   Most   of   the   land   went   to 

speculators,   ca�lemen,   miners,   lumbermen,   and   railroads.   Of   some   500   million   acres   dispersed 

by   the   General   Land   Office   between   1862   and   1904,   only   80   million   acres   went   to 

homesteaders.   Indeed,   small   farmers   acquired   more   land   under   the   Homestead   Act   in   the   20th 

century   than   in   the   19th. 
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Draw a diagram that clearly illustrates the three parts of a Political Machine and each part interacts with the 
others.  Be sure to clearly label your diagram.
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Lesson 2: Quiz
Upon completing all of the Lesson 2 Assignments test your knowledge with this quiz.  You have 1 
attempt.

* Required

1. Email address *

2. The primary objective of the Dawes Act was to - *
Mark only one oval.

 promote cultural assimilation of American Indians

 turn American Indian reservations into corporate farmland

 end warfare between American Indians and the U.S. military

 promote American Indian investment in private industry

3. During the nineteenth century, one way political bosses gained voter support was by - *
Mark only one oval.

 campaigning for women's suffrage

 advocating the use of poll taxes

 making improvements in urban infrastructures

 providing public assistance for former slaves

4. What was one reason for the expansion of machine politics in the late nineteenth century? *
Mark only one oval.

 The rapid influx of immigrants made it difficult for local governments to provide basic services.

 Federal restrictions prevented voters from influencing government decisions at the local level.

 The economy was too tightly regulated to allow for urban growth.

 Settlement houses failed to help immigrants adjust to life in the city.

5. The photograph is below an example of - *
Mark only one oval.

 Nativism

 Assimilation

 Cultural Diffusion

 Cultural Appropriation

Native American Photograph
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